
Prism Break 

(Part 1) 

 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7                                                                                                                                  02/10/2019 

 “Paul shines love through a prism and we see 15 of its colors and hues, the spectrum of love.  Each ray 

gives a facet, a property, of agape love…They do not focus on what love is so much as on what love does 

and does not do…Love is fully love only when it acts.” (1 Corinthians, MacArthur) 

To help us understand “agape”, Paul stages a “prism break” so we can appreciate and appropriate the 

beauty of its multiple facets. 

I. Love is patient 

A. In Greek culture vengeance was a virtue 

“In the Greek world self-sacrificing love and non-avenging patience were considered weaknesses, 

unworthy of the noble man or woman.” (MacArthur) 

B. In American culture vengeance is a virtue 

C. In God’s culture patience is a virtue (1 Peter 2:18-25) 

1. He is unbelievably patient with us (Luke 15:11-32) 

a. When we hurt Him 

b. When we insult Him 

c. When we abuse His grace 

2. We are to be patient with others (Genesis 50:15-21) 

a. Even when hurt 

b. Even when insulted 

c. Even when abused 

II. Love is kind 

A. God is unbelievably kind toward us 

B. We are to be extremely kind to others  

1. Active goodwill 

2. Selfless generosity 

“Compassion is one of the core qualities of God, and redemption has restored within us the capacity to 

reflect His likeness through our lives.  A compassionless Christianity is a contradiction to the essence of 

our Christianity.” (Loving Those We’d Rather Hate, Joseph Stowell) 

So What? 

• It is God’s patience that prevents the world from being destroyed. 

• It is God’s kindness that provides the opportunity for eternal life. 

• The proving ground of patience and kindness is the home and family. 

• The product of patience and kindness is testimony to the world. 


