
Respect His Plan 
 
Malachi 2:1-17 & 3:8-12                                                                                                                           07/29/2018 
 
Football coaches and their staffs spend considerable time developing a play book.  Each player is 
expected to learn the plays in that book and know what their individual assignment is for any play that 
might be called.  No football team will ever win if the players fail to know and follow the coach’s plan. 
 
Whether it was a conscious choice or a gradual erosion, Israel had lost sight of God’s plan for his people. 
 
Twice in the Book of Judges we read that the people had lost sight of God’s plan for them and, 
“everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” (17:6 & 21:25) 
 
Jeremiah records the rebellious words of the people, “As for the word that you have spoken to us in the 
name of the LORD, we will not listen to you.” (44:16) 

 

Zechariah wrote the response of the people to God’s instructions and warnings was, “…they refused to 
heed, shrugged their shoulders, and stopped their ears so that they could not hear.  Yes, they 
made their hearts like flint, refusing to hear the law and the words which the LORD of hosts had 
sent by His Spirit through the former prophets.” (7:11-12) 
 
Many would say the church is losing the game today.  The problem might be that we have lost sight of 
what our Coach has in mind for His team. 

 
I.  God’s Plan for Leaders (2:1-9) 
 

God has a plan for spiritual leadership, whether it is leadership in a marriage, family, church, 
community or country. 
 
A.  Filled with the Words of God 

 B.  Overflowing with the Words of God 
C.  Walking in the God of the Words 
D.  Winning others with the Words of God 

 
II.  God’s Plan for Marriage (2:10-17) 

 
Recent statistics demonstrate that Christians do not do better at marriage than Non-Christians. 

 
A. Marry in the faith. (10-12) 

 
“You shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their daughters for 
your sons, for they would turn away your sons from following me, to serve other gods.”  (Deut. 7:3-4 ESV) 
 

B. Marry in faithfulness.  (13-16) 
1. Companion 
2. Covenant 

 



III.  God’s Plan for Giving (3:8-12) 
       A.   Three Principles for Givers 
 1.  God expects his people to be givers (8-10a) 
 2.  God honors his people who are givers (10b-12)  
       B.   Three Products of Giving 
 1.   Commitment (2 Corinthians 8:1-5) 
               2.  Confidence (Philippians 4:15-19) 
               3.  Contentment (1 Timothy 6:6-10 & 17-19) 
 
The people of Israel had lost touch with God’s play book and were running their own plays. 
 

So What? 
 

It matters to God that we accept His plans and glorify Him through obedience. 
 

• We honor Him by seeking to know His plans 

• We honor Him by deciding to follow His plans 

• We honor Him by showing the world His plans 
 
 
 
 
 


