
Today 

Hebrews 3:7 – 4:13                                                                                                                                    08/11/2019 

Just a week ago, just about 1,500 miles distant and just about 15 hours apart, in two senseless acts of 

violence, around 30 people lost their lives and dozens of others were injured at a Wal-Mart in El Paso, 

Texas and on the street in Dayton, Ohio. 

For those who died…that today became their last today and they never had the chance to see another 

tomorrow. 

The only today we have is this today and the only moment we have is this moment so we need to be 

sure we are ready today in case this turns out to be our last today and this moment in case this turns out 

to be our last moment before we step into the presence of God. 

I. The Problems of Yesterday (3:7-11 & 16-19) 

A. They doubted God’s intentions 

B. They disliked God’s instructions 

C. They decided they knew best 

D. They did not learn their lessons 

“The heart of every problem is a problem in the heart.” (Wiersbe) 

II. The Possibilities of Today (3:12-15) 

A. To hear and believe 

B. To believe and rest 

1. Salvation rest 

2. Submission rest 

3. Supreme rest 

Al Kaline, the brilliant outfielder for the Detroit Tigers and a member of the Baseball Hall of Fame, was 

honored at a dinner attended by twenty-five hundred people.  After he was introduced with a long 

litany of his achievements in baseball, he came to the podium to a standing ovation.  During the course 

of his remarks he said, “There must be something more to life than this – chasing a lot of fly balls, 

getting a lot of base hits, making more money than you can spend.” (Following Christ, Joseph Stowell) 

Clarence Darrow was the brilliant criminal lawyer who had become famous in the Scopes “Monkey 

Trial.”  Toward the end of his life he was asked by one of his biggest fans, “Now that you’ve come this far 

in life and you’re not doing much lecturing or teaching or writing any more, how would you sum up your 

life?” Without hesitation, Darrow walked over to a coffee table and picked up a Bible.  This took his 

guest by surprise, since Darrow was an atheist who had spent much of his life publicly ridiculing 

Scripture.  ‘This verse in the Bible describes my life.’ Darrow turned to the fifth chapter of Luke, the fifth 

verse.  He changed the ‘we’ to ‘I’: ‘I have toiled all the night and have taken nothing.’  He closed the 

Bible, put it back on the coffee table…’I have lived a life without purpose, without meaning, without 

direction.  I don’t know where I came from.  And I don’t know what I’m doing here.  And worst of all, I 

don’t know what’s going to happen to me when I punch out of here.’” (ibid) 

 



III. The Problems of Tomorrow (4:1-13) 

A. Only one Book will matter 

B. Only His opinion will matter 

One of my defining beliefs is that Jesus Christ has taken all of my guilt before God, and that he has been 

raised from the dead. That gives incredible hope and meaning to every day of my life - that nothing done 

in this world is wasted when it's done for him and his glory, and that there will be a day of justice and 

reward for the entire world. (Josh Harris) 

What Now? 

• Do I have a sensitive heart that can hear His voice? 

• Do I have a soft heart that is open to His will? 

• Do I have a submissive heart to follow His lead? 

The process of heart hardening: 

1. Hearing the truth while refusing to obey it. 

2. Knowing the better while choosing the worse. 

3. Cherishing the unholy things all around us. 

4. Refusing to admit what is wrong within us. 

“We are saved entirely by grace, but we are created in Christ Jesus unto good works, as we read in 

Ephesians, and no one has the right to confess himself a Christian who is not seeking to live for the glory 

of God.  If there be not a nature that delights in the will of God, there is every reason to doubt whether 

one has ever been truly saved.” (Studies in the Epistle to the Hebrews, H. A. Ironside) 

“Continuance in the walk of faith is the proof of a genuine Christian confession.” (ibid) 

“Let us then see that we profit thereby in a way which they did not, proving the reality of our faith by 

our behavior.” (ibid) 

“God had delivered His people from Egypt and had cared for them, revealing His power in many signs 

and wonders.  Israel saw all of this and benefited from it, but the experience did not bring them closer 

to God or make them trust Him more.” (Be Confident, Warren W. Wiersbe) 

“The heart of every problem is a problem in the heart.” (ibid) 

“We are not saved by holding to our confession.  The fact that we hold to our confession is proof that 

we are God’s true children.” (ibid) 

“Jesus Christ is our Promised Land and our Joshua to lead us thither.  He gives us rest.  In Him are 

orchards and vineyards, and all manner of precious things.  His comfort for our sorrow; His rest for our 

weariness; His strength for our weakness; His purity for our corruption; His ever-present help for our 

need. Oh, blessed Jesus, surely it is the wonder of heaven that we make so little of Thee!” (The Way into 

the Holiest, F. B. Meyer) 

“As we pass through life, we should carefully store our hearts with the memory of God’s great goodness, 

and fetch from past deliverances the assurances that He will never leave, neither forsake.” (ibid) 



“Jesus Christ claims to be the reliable source to guide and direct our instincts toward both truth and life.  

No one yet, through all the centuries and in a variety of cultures, who has authentically followed Him 

without compromise has become disillusioned or found his ways to be disappointing...Ironically, most of 

us who call ourselves Christians have not felt the need to become fully devoted followers of Christ…We 

soothe our conscience by following Him selectively when it seems convenient and self-gratifying.” 
(Following Christ, Joseph Stowell) 


