
When the Palms Fade 

John 12:12-19                                                                                                                                             03/25/2018 

The one certain thing about cut flowers is that they will fade…some sooner than others…but they will 

fade. 

Today we remember an event in the life of Jesus that took place on the Sunday prior to His crucifixion.  

As we read the account from John’s gospel we find the crowd cutting palm branches to wave as they 

welcomed their long-awaited Messiah. 

• The participation level was high – “a very great multitude” (Matthew 21:8) 

• The excitement level was huge – Then those who went before and those who followed cried out, 

saying: “Hosanna! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’  Blessed is the kingdom of our 

father David that comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest!” (Mark 11:9-10) 

• The decibel level was immense - “the whole multitude…began to rejoice and praise God with a very 

loud voice” (Luke 19:37) 

• The danger level was frightening – The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, “You see that 

you are accomplishing nothing.  Look, the world has gone after Him!” (John 12:19) 

o Some would have been swept into the moment simply by the momentum of the crowd. 

(The brown bag protest for a Class A hot lunch at Gull Lake High School)  

But by nightfall the palms were fading, the crowds were fading, and Jesus was alone with his 12 

disciples. 

• “Then he left them and went out to the city of Bethany and He lodged there.” (Matthew 21:17) 

• “And Jesus went into Jerusalem and into the temple.  So, when He had looked around at all things, as 

the hour was already late. He went out to Bethany with the twelve.” (Mark 11:11) 

Later that week the faded palms were all but forgotten. The crowds were still in town, but they weren’t 

waving palms and crying for Jesus to be crowned as their king they were waving fists and crying for Jesus 

to be crucified as an imposter. 

“They were insistent, demanding with loud voices that He be crucified.  And the voices of these men and 

the chief priests prevailed.”  (Luke 23:23) 

I believe there is a lesson for all of us in the Triumphal Entry as it is recorded in all four gospels.  We 

need to draw so close to Jesus that even though the palms begin to fade when the crowds are gone, our 

devotion to Jesus never fades. 

I. It’s easier to believe in a crowd but it is possible to believe alone 

II. It’s easier to worship in a crowd but it is possible to worship alone 

III. It’s easier to serve in a crowd but it is possible to serve alone 

IV. It’s easier to stand in a crowd but it is possible to stand alone 

So What? 

• Being aware of our tendency to fade spiritually is a big step in not fading 

• Knowing isolation contributes to spiritual fading should keep us connected 


